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Makom Shelanu cofounder 
Cantor Sheri Allen received 
T’ruah’s “Action Under Fire 
Award” on June 2 during the 
organization’s annual gala in New 
York City.

T’ruah, The Rabbinic Call for 
Human Rights, said it honored 
“a group of extraordinary clergy 
who demonstrate an unwavering 
commitment to living and working 

in accordance with a Torah of 
justice and human rights.” Allen 
was recognized for her “steadfast 
commitment to the struggle for 
LGBTQ+ protections in the face of 
dangerous political repression in 
her home state.”

The gala was held at B’nai 
Jeshurun on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side and was attended by 
clergy representing multiple 
Jewish denominations, along 
with New York City officials and 
community leaders.

In presenting the award, T’ruah 
cited Allen’s work as chair of the 
LGBTQ+ Rights Committee of the 
Tzedek Center for Conservative/
Masorti Judaism on behalf of 
the Cantors Assembly. The 
organization also recognized her 
leadership as chair of the LGBTQ+ 
Rights Action Team of Justice 
Network Tarrant County, her 
membership in the Inclusive Faith 
Coalition, a group of LGBTQ+-
affirming clergy in Tarrant 
County, and her involvement with 

the Faith and Justice Coalition of 
Tarrant County.

Other recipients honored 
this year were Alice Kuhn, Gili 
Getz, Rabbi Susan Goldberg and 
Rabbi Shawn Zevit for their work 
advancing human rights within 
the Jewish community.

In addition to receiving the 
award, Allen participated in a 
panel discussion with the other 
honorees and performed during 
the evening’s program, including 
a duet with cantor and composer 
Gerald Cohen of his composition, 
“Tzedek, Tzedek Tirdof.”

Later that week, Allen received 
the Cantors Assembly’s Volunteer 
of the Year Award during the 
organization’s annual convention 
in Pittsburgh. In presenting 
the award, Cantors Assembly 
leadership said Allen’s volunteer 
service “spans the Jewish and 
non-Jewish community alike, as 
she continually challenges us to 
remember there are people who 
need us, who need our presence to 
stand up for them, to be their voice 

when they are struggling.”
Allen also coordinated several 

local Pride events in June and is 
helping organize Tarrant County’s 
July 4 scholar-in-residence 
weekend featuring Dr. Mark 
Berkson, professor of religion at 

Hamline University in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Berkson will speak on 
the intersection of democracy, free 
speech and freedom of religion.

For more information, visit 
makomshelanu.org.

—Submitted by Makom Shelanu.
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Celebrating with family are, from left: Laurie Dubin, Sam Dubin, Neil Dubin, 

Jeremy Allen, Cantor Sheri Allen, Richard Allen and Preston Allen.

Honorees participate in a panel discussion, from left: Cantor Sheri Allen, Rabbi Shawn Zevit, Rabbi Susan Goldberg, Alice 

Kuhn and Gili Getz.

Rabbi Jill Jacobs, executive director of 

T’ruah, with Cantor Sheri Allen.
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